12 ART FAIR

www.nationalheraldindia.com

10 FEBRUARY 2019
Published Date 10 February 2019 (Sunday), Posting Days Thursday and Friday

Photos: Amit Singh

INDIA ART FAIR 2019

POEMS WITHOUT
WORDS

A view of the entrance to the India Art Fair 2019 at NSIC Grounds, New Delhi
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he eleventh edition of India Art Fair (IAF),
held in New Delhi from Jan 31 through Feb 3,
featured 75 galleries, with 15 foreign artists
putting their art on display.
Jagdip Jagpal, the event’s director, told National
Herald that this year’s fair was significantly different
from the previous years’ events in many respects. “As
compared to last year, we have given more budding
artists a chance this time around,” said Jagpal.
She noted that it was for the first time in the
event’s history that works of a 12-year-old artist
got featured in the event. The child prodigy, Aarav,
already has 400 works and has participated in live
painting shows with sitar maestro Ustad Shujaat Khan and renowned flautist Paras Nath.
“The fair’s programme drew together galleries, artists, private foundations, arts charities, artists’ collectives, national institutions, cultural
events and festivals,” she added.
Jagpal admitted that the number of
participants this year were comparatively fewer. “We wanted visitors to
have more room while they viewed the
art exhibits, which is why we decided
to go with fewer galleries this year,"
she said.
A major draw of this year’s fair was
the BMW Art Car, created by British
artist David Hockney. The Art Cars, or
the “rolling sculptures,” demonstrate
a hybrid of artistic expression and automobile design.
Since 1975, nineteen international

artists have created Art Cars based on contemporary BMW automobiles of their times, all offering
a wide range of artistic interpretations, the fair-goers were told.
Another prominent draw of the event were the
works of Spanish artist, Antonio Santin. The Spanish
artists has mastered the techniques of tenebrism and
chiaroscuro, first employed by famous painters Caravaggio and da Vinci in the 15th and 16th centuries.
Known for his “hyper-realistic” paintings, fair-goers appreciated the 3D-effect that Santin’s paintings
tend to have, making them look like real objects.
Among Indian painters whose works featured at
the event were MF Hussain, Ram Kumar, Tayyab Mehta, Jatin Das and A Ramachandran.
Chinese artist and activist Ai Wei
Wei, internationally-known photographer Thomas Ruff, London-born Idris
Khan and Rekha Rodwittya, among
others, made their debut at the fair.
According to organisers of the
event, the purpose of the India Art
Fair is to encourage cultural discourse
through a broad and exciting line-up
of large-scale installations, conversations, screenings, performances and
live events.
The fair has evolved from being
a simple affair in its initial years to
become a public programme featuring
artists, speakers and consultants
from some of the world’s leading art
galleries and organisations.
On the downside, the cost of the
entry ticket this time around (Rs 900)
meant that the footfall at the event was
less than last year.
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